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My mother said to me, “If you are a
soldier, you will become a general. If you
are a monk, you will become the Pope.”
Instead, I was a painter, and became

Picasso.

Pablo Picasso

When I was 5 years old, my mother always told me that
happiness was the key to life.

When I went to school, they asked me what I wanted to be
when I grew up. I wrote down "happy."

They told me I didn’t understand the assignment, and I
told them they didn’t understand life.

John Lennon-Singer, Songwriter (1940-1980)



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pablo_Picasso

History of the City

The site of present-day St. Catharines was
settled by 3000 United Empire Loyalists at
the end of the 18th century. As farmers, the
Loyalists found the area's open fields with
fertile soils and permanent streams an
attractive location for settlement. From 1790,
the settlement (then known as "The Twelve")
grew as an agricultural community and was
also known for its services to travellers along
the native trails at the foot of the escarpment.

Shipman's Corners

St. Catharines was once referred

to Shipman's Corners after Paul Shipman,
owner of a tavern that was an important
stagecoach transfer point. Increasing
amounts of grain and lumber produced by
settlers in the surrounding area led to

the establishment of many saw and gristmills
along Twelve Mile Creek. Although the
War of 1812 saw widespread destruction
along the Niagara frontier, Shipman's
Corners survived due to its inland

location. Its mills were in great demand as
settlers were reluctant to rebuild closer to the
Canadian - American border.

In 1815, leading businessman William
Hamilton Merritt abandoned his wharf at
Queenston near the border and set up another
at Shipman's Corners. He became involved
in the construction and operation of several
lumber and gristmills along Twelve Mile
Creek. Shipman's Corners soon became

the principal milling site of the eastern
Niagara Peninsula. At about the same time,
Merritt began to develop the salt springs that
were discovered along the river which
subsequently gave the village a reputation as
a health resort.

| was researching the History of
St. Catharines and thought
members would be interested in
what | found. Brought back so
many memories CW

Village of St. Catharines

By this time St. Catharines was the
official name of the village; the origin
of the name remains obscure, but is
thought to be named after Catharine
Askin Robertson Hamilton, wife of the
Hon. Robert Hamilton, a prominent
businessman.

In 1825, the Erie Canal was completed,
linking Lake Erie with the Hudson
River and the Atlantic

Ocean. Canadians decided that efforts
were needed to move Canadian exports
wholly through Canada rather than
remaining dependent upon access via
the Erie Canal through the United
States. Merritt devised a canal scheme
from Lake Erie to Lake Ontario that
would provide a more reliable water
supply for the mills while at the same
time function as a canal. He formed the
Welland Canal Company, and
construction took place from

1824 to 1829. The canal and the mills
made St. Catharines the most
important industrial centre in

Niagara. The Welland Canal became
essential for ship building and St.
Catharines prospered from the
presence of the canal, while areas
away from the route of the canal
stagnated or declined.
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Town of St. Catharines

By 1845, St. Catharines was incorporated as
a town, with the town limits extending in
1854. By this time, railway traffic connected
St. Catharines south to Port Colborne and
west to Hamilton. Administrative and
political functions were added to St.
Catharines in 1862 when it became the
county seat of Lincoln.

During this time, the 40 original wooden
locks of the Welland Canal were replaced by
27 stone locks that were longer, wider and
deeper. This canal was commonly known as
the Second Welland Canal, although it
followed a nearly identical course as the
original canal. In time, milling declined as
the newer vessels found the canal too
shallow to navigate with heavy loads of
grain. As aresult, grain was lightered
(transported) by rail to mills in Port
Colborne and Port Dalhousie. St. Catharines
farmers could not compete with the low-cost
wheat from other places and were forced to
look for other products. Some found the
soils and climate of the lake plain to the
north of the Niagara Escarpment were suited
to fruit cultivation, and peaches became a
major crop.

By the middle of the 19th century, St.
Catharines was developing an international
reputation as a health spa and was patronized
by the elite in Canada as well as wealthy
southern gentlemen and their

families. At the same time, the passing of
the American Fugitive Slave Act in 1850
meant that many freedom seekers, both
slaves and non-slaves, looked north to find a
country that granted them freedom and
equality under the law. Harriet Tubman,
the famous conductor of the Underground
Railroad, used St. Catharines as her home
base for several years in

the 1850s. The freedom seekers lived,
worked and built a new life here in

St. Catharines with the support of religious
and political leaders like William Hamilton
Merritt, Hiram Wilson and Harriet Tubman
herself. The British Methodist Episcopal
Church, Salem Chapel on Geneva Street,

a designated national historic site,
serves as a place of pilgrimage for
many today who wish to walk in
the footsteps of the great
abolitionists of that time, such as
Frederick Douglass and John
Brown.

Riordan Paper Mill Merriton
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City of St. Catharines

In 1871, construction began on the third
Welland Canal, which attracted additional
population to the town. As a consequence of
continual growth, the town limits were again
extended. St. Catharines attained city status in
1876 with its larger population and area. By
1881, there were more acres in urban use in St.
Catharines than there were rural acres in use.
The completion of the third Welland Canal in
1887 however led to an eventual population
decline due to the departure of large numbers of
canal workers. The shipyards and mills had
relocated as well.

Manufacturing became increasingly important
in St. Catharines in the early 1900s with the
abundance of hydro-electric power, its location
on important land and water routes, and the
imposition of industry tariffs. The large increase
in population after the 1900s was mainly due to
the continued industrialization and urbanization
of the northern part of the city and the related
expansion of business activity.

Two bridges were constructed in 1915, which
solved the problem of access to the west and
south sections of the city resulting in the
number of houses doubling in the western area.
The fourth Welland Canal was opened in 1932
as the third canal could no longer accommodate
the larger ships.

The post war years and the automobile brought
great change to the urban form of St. Catharines
as suburbs spread and the general standard of
living improved for many people. St. Catharines
began to spread its boundaries in all directions
with land being added five times during

the 1950s. The Town of Merritton, Village of
Port Dalhousie and Grantham Township were
all incorporated as part of St. Catharines in
1961. In 1970 the Province of Ontario
implemented a regional approach to deal with
such issues as planning, pollution,
transportation and services. As a result, Louth
Township on the west side of the city was
amalgamated, extending the city's boundary to
Fifteen Mile Creek.
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Niagara Street Tracks
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Amazing Pictures of Abandoned Places in the world

Tree growing thru abandoned Piano Seaside Heights, New Jersey

o 3 o cmn T

Abandoned Watrpark Driverless Bumer Car in Chernbyl Ukraine

https://player.vimeo.com/video/41225777 Open this site for amazing videos

https://www.google.com/nikcollection/ Also download this for free if you didn’t
see on our Facebook Club Page
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Leah Parker won first Place in The Sharpe Tester Competition with these 4 photos

Misty Morning

Thomson Orange

Tiffany Falls

Sunflower in a Field
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Dave Vandelaar 2"9 place in Sharpe Tester with his
4 chosen pics
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Senior Digital Image Of The Year Winners

Dave Van de Laar Open

“Friends”

Mike Hirak
Altered Reality

“Lost Doors”

Randy Lowden  Nature

“Autumn Wood Duck”
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Silver Digital Image Of The Year Winners

Linda Casement
Altered Reality

“Majestic Roses”

Leah Parker Nature

“Misty Morning”

Steve Tugwell
Open
“Watkins Glen”
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Bronze Digital Image Of The Year Winners

Trevor Lindey
Altered Reality
“Tobermory FAUX Marsh”

lone Unsworth
Nature “Great Egret”

Open “Lioness”
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President’s Choice Winner

“Architecture of Niagara”
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“Hotel Puzzle Niagara”
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Print Image Of The Year

Leah Parker Coloured “Misty Morning”

Leah also came in
second at the
NFRCC for Nature
with this picture..

To date with this
picture she has a
score of 28 in Digital
Competition, First
y . T for Print Image of
LU I I T R e . the Year, and first
" i . for Digital silver

Nature Image of the
year.

Congratulations

"The Kings Road" - This was taken in Co.
Antrim, Northern Ireland. It is actually called
the Dark Hedge but I titled the image "The
Kings Road because this scene is featured at
the end of Episode 2 Season 1 of The HBO
series The Game of Thrones. It is a very
difficult scene to photograph because it is
literally crawling with tour buses and people.
This particular morning there was just myself
and a German Professional Photographer
obviously trying to do the same thing. When
I researched and planned to take this image |
knew the sun would rise on camera left and
with low angle light the sides of the trees
would illuminate. The planning paid off
because it turned out exactly as | had
envisioned. These trees were planted in the
1800's by the then owners of the property.
They planted over 300 Beech Trees to border
each side of the roadway into their estate.
A truly beautiful scene when there are no

people.

Dave also won Swan Print category MONO for PAGE 11
this picture




May 28" Outing as
arranged by

Karen & Leon
Courchaine

Visiting the HMCS
Haida in Hamilton
Harbour

Updated emails to
follow

Some information
about the warship

Haida was among the first batch of Tribal-class destroyers ordered by the RCN in 1940—
1941. The RCN based this order upon the successful use of the Tribals in the Royal Navy
during the early years of the Second World War and the vessels were ordered with modified
ventilation and heating systems for North Atlantic winter service. Haida's design was modified
after deficiencies were noted in the lead ship of the Canadian Tribals, HMCS Iroquois.

She was launched on 25 August 1942 and commissioned into RCN service on 30 August 1943.
She underwent workups under her first and most famous commanding officer, H.G. DeWolf
before reporting to the British Home Fleet at Scapa Flow in October 1943

Haida was in mothballs for approximately one year but was prepared for reactivation in 1947
and underwent a refit for updated armament and sensors. While in refit, fire gutted the
wheelhouse and boiler tubes burst later during speed trials. She returned to the fleet, still
carrying the famous pennant G63, in May 1947.

Haida and her sister ship HMCS Nootka participated in exercises between the RCN's Atlantic
Fleet and the United States Navy and Royal Navy over the next several years. Haida was
involved in assisting during the grounding of the aircraft carrier HMCS Magnificent off Port
Mouton on 4 June 1949. That December, Haida was downgraded to a Depot and
Accommodation Ship in Halifax.

The launch of the Korean War on 25 June 1950 saw Haida once again activated for war duty.
She was converted to a destroyer escort and began refit in July 1950 which saw various new
armaments and sensors and communications systems. She was recommissioned on 15 March
1952 and carried the pennant DDE 215. She departed Halifax on 27 September for Sasebo,
Japan, arriving there on 12 November after passing through the Panama Canal.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_World_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Atlantic
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aircraft_carrier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMCS_Magnificent_%28CVL_21%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Port_Mouton,_Nova_Scotia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Port_Mouton,_Nova_Scotia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korean_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Destroyer_escort
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Fleet_Activities_Sasebo
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panama_Canal
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